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Hope you are en-
joying this fine fall 
weather!  We can’t 
believe that 
Thanksgiving is 
almost upon us – 
this year has 
REALLY flown by!   
We were delighted 
to see so many of 

you at the October meeting – author Veron-
ica Li presented an insightful and very 
memorable program.  

  This month, as a reminder, our own 
Louise Priest  will be speaking on wills, 
trusts, and other financial matters for 
women.  Louise has a wealth of experience 
in this area – be sure not to miss it!    

Another matter that all of us must not miss 

is to VOTE on November 4.  Yes, voting is 
ALWAYS our most important civic duty.  
This year, however, with the many issues 
at stake, and in this incredible economic 
climate, it is essential that we not miss the 
opportunity to ensure that our voices are 
heard and our choices are registered.  
Where possible, take a friend or neighbor 
to the polls, too.  Remember, friends don’t 
let friends NOT VOTE!  See you at the 
polls and at Louise Priest’s presentation at 
Sherwood Hall Library on November 20!   

Wishing you and your family a wonderful 
Thanksgiving!   
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Co-Presidents  

Presidents’ Corner  
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Thursday 
November 20 

7:00 
 
 

Sherwood 
Hall 

Library 
 
 

Louise  
Priest 

 
Topic: 

 
What You 
Need to  
Know 

About Wills 
and  

Trusts 
 

At the November 20 meeting, branch mem-
bers have a rare opportunity to ask ques-
tions and receive a professional overview of 
issues that would confuse most of us if we 
suddenly found a need to make decisions 
about wills and trusts. 

 

 How would you respond if a friend or rela-
tive asks you to be their trust administrator?  
What is involved in probating a will for a 
relative?  What sort of documents should 
you have prepared to manage your own 
estate?  What should you be discussing with 
your family?  It may seem very complicated, 
and it can be a somewhat uncomfortable 
topic of conversation. 

 

 Our branch member, Louise Priest , is a 
specialist in trusts and estate taxes.  As an 
employee of a local tax accounting firm, she 

deals every day with all these questions.  
She has consented to share her insight with 
us in a practical, no-nonsense approach to 
what we really need to know and do. 

 

Join us at Sherwood Hall Library,  

November 20, at 7:00! 

 

 

November Branch Meeting  
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2008-2009 Branch Board Members  
Co-Presidents:  

Joanne Malkin   360-7725 

 jbmalkin@verizon.net 

Shirley Richey  780-0834 

shirley97@verizon.net 

Program Vice Presidents:  

Louise Meade  960-0073 

 meadelt@cox.net 

Mary Ellen Mehler 780-8494 

 memehler@msn.com 

Membership Vice Presidents:  

Cynthia Jacobus  780-3806 

 cynthiajacobus@cox.net 

Suzanne Shafer              360-0283 

roger.shafer@verizon.net 

Treasurer:  

Trish Smith         803-0252 

           trish-smith@cox.net 

Secretary:     >>unfilled>>   

    Call one of the Co-presidents if you ’d      

     like to do the job! 

Communications:  

Patsy Quick  360-8678 

 pnquick@cox.net  

Education Foundation and  

Legal Advocacy Fund:  

Edith Appel  780-3343  

 djaea@cox.net 

Public Policy:   Person Needed! 

International Affairs:  

Joanne Clark                768-8996   
 jclark@meridian.com 

Bylaws:  

Elaine Kolish  360-7319
 dmfedk@cox.net 

 

 

Hospitality:   

Judy Kaiser   329-9436 

Ericka Kinsey  660-0713 

ekinsey@cox.net 

Nominating Committee Chair  

Lois Passman  780-4236 

LMPassman@msn.com 

Book Group:  

Edith Appel   780-3343  

djaea@cox.net 

Theater Group:   

Alice Bagwill  360-7426 

abagwill@verizon.net 

Dining Out:  

Elizabeth Lonoff  765-2634 

elonoff@msn.com  

Gourmet Too:    

Shirley Richey  780-0834 
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AAUW On YouTube  

DECEMBER BRANCH MEETING 
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An inspiring AAUW Mission Video now on YouTube 
serves as a powerful reminder why the organization is still 
necessary in today’s world. Members of diverse ages and 
backgrounds share why they felt compelled to join AAUW 
and why they feel other women should join.  The video 
also highlights AAUW’s 125-year legacy, what it offers 
women today, and why this valuable organization still has 
work to do—because equity is still an issue.  

 

YouTube is a video sharing website that allows users to  

 

 

 

 

upload short videos which can be viewed and shared with 
others.  Since the website’s inception in February 2005, it 
has become one of the most popular destinations on the 
Web.  Watch the AAUW video on YouTube or go to 
www.AAUW.org and click About AAUW.  The Mission 
Video link is in two places: on the bottom right hand cor-
ner and on the left side of the home page under RE-
LATED LINKS OF INTEREST. Feel free to share the 
video with friends! 

Also on the website are many election resources.   



Please contact the hostess if you can attend. 

DATE:  Monday, November 17, 7:30 pm 

 

HOSTESS:    Louise Meade  

           5902 Mt. Eagle Dr. #1414. 

           703-960-0073 

CO-HOSTESS:  Mary Beth O’Donnell 

                            

BOOK:  ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, MIRACLE  

              by Barbara Kingsolver 

 

REVIEWER: Patsy Quick  

 

NEXT BOOK:  CANDIDE 

                by Voltaire 
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Book Group   

Dining Out (Note Date Change)    

 Join us for our  

November Dining Out 

at Zikrayet at 7:00 pm on  

Friday,  

November 14.  
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Zikrayet opened this spring at 540 John Carlyle Street, 
just south of the King Street Metro Station.  The menu at 
Zikrayet ("Memories" in Lebanese) features Lebanese 
favorites and includes a flat bread known as saj and sev-
eral home-style stews.  The interior houses a lounge with 
low couches and hookahs (or shishas), a single or multi-

stemmed (often glass-based) water pipe device for smok-
ing herbal fruits that originated in India.  Zikrayeta has 
patio seating. 

Customer reviews from June say that the food is great but 
that the service can be slow. 
 If you plan to attend, please contact Elizabeth Lon off 

(elonoff@msn.com, 703-765-2634 recording) by  

November 3. 

Please feel free to invite a friend or spouse. 

Carpooling will be arranged among participants. 

 We'll plan our next event during this dinner. 

Theater Group      

Theater Group is a flexible group that meets to attend a performance at one of the many local 
or regional theater venues in the area.  Anyone may attend or suggest a particular perform-
ance of interest.   

A specific theater group selection will not be made this month.  If you find something you wish 
to attend and want  some company, contact Alice Bagwill.  She will contact the current mem-
bers of the group to help you coordinate.   

  Contact Alice for more information:  abagwill@veriz on.net   

Annual Fundraiser, January 9  
 Again this year the Mt. Vernon Branch AAUW will co-
sponsor with the Alexandria Branch, our annual fund-
raiser at the Little Theatre of Alexandria.  Greater Tuna is 
the play and it will be performed on Friday, January 9, at 
8:00 PM.  Tickets are $25 each.  As in the past, before 
the play and during intermission, we will serve sweets 
and savories.  It is our turn to supply the sweets, along 
with the wine. 

Since this is our only official fundraiser for the year, we 
will send each member at least 2 tickets.  An email went 

out about the number of tickets you’d like and now 
tickets have been mailed.   We hope you will attend the 
play, sell your tickets (and more), or make a donation.  
The tickets will make great stocking stuffers and holiday 
gifts!   

The money that is raised at this event will be used to con-
tinue the branch community outreach activities, as well as 
make a donation to the AAUW Educational foundation.   

             MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
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Public Policy                                         Edith Appel  

Election 2008  
 
Election Day is November 4, 2008.  We will be electing the following: President, Vice-president, Senator and a Mem-
ber of the House of Representatives.  There will also be a Fairfax County Bond Referendum on Parks. 
 
Polls are open on November 4th from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. You must be registered to vote. Please bring your some 
 form of identification with you such as a Virginia voter registration card, valid Virginia license, government  
issued ID or other valid ID. 
  

ABSENTEE BALLOTS  
 
BY MAIL- Applications for an absentee ballot must be received at the Office of Elections by October 28 and 
 absentee ballots that are mailed must be received by 7:00 p.m. on Election Day. 
 
IN PERSON-   In our area the Mount Vernon Governmental Center on Parkers Lane and 
the Franconia Governmental Center on Franconia Road serve as satellite voting locations 
from October 15 - November 1,  
Monday - Friday, 1:00 - 8:00 p.m. and Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
For applications for absentee ballots, a list of candidates and other information on voting 
call the  
Office of Elections at 703/222-0776 or visit their web site at  http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov 
and click on citizenship and voting. 

Veronica Li Speaks at October Meeting 

A great crowd of members and guests greatly enjoyed author Veronica Li at the October 16 meeting.  She spoke 
about her books, her family and the journey she has taken to become an author.  If you have read her books, you 
know Veronica is a very good writer, but everyone agreed after her presentation that she is a charming speaker.  
Thank you to Mary Ellen Mehler  who brought Veronica to our branch. 



Volume 52  Issue 3                                                  Pa ge 5 

Mt. Vernon Branch Program Year 2008-09 

 

Meeting Date and 
Place  

Focus/Activity  

November  20, 2008  
Thursday, 7:00 PM 

Sherwood Hall Library 

2501 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexan-
dria 

Louise Priest , a member of the branch who is a specialist in trusts and 
estate taxes will discuss a practical, no-nonsense, approach to financial 
responsibilities. 

She will outline what we need to consider if asked to become executor 
for family or friends or if we wish to arrange such documents for our-
selves. 

December  13, 2008  
Saturday, lunch at 12:00 noon 

Ft. Belvoir Officer's Club 

5500 Schulz Circle, Ft. Belvoir 

(carpools will be arranged if desired) 

Holiday activity  

  
Social hour, lunch, entertainment by student group from local high 
school 

  
January 9, 2009  
Friday 

7:15 PM reception 

8:00 PM performance 

Little Theater of Alexandria 

600 Wolfe St, Alexandria. 

Little Theater Sponsored Night  

  

"GREATER TUNA" Performance  
Co-sponsored with Alexandria AAUW Branch 

February 19, 2009  
Thursday,  7:00 PM 

Sherwood Hall Library 

2501 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexan-
dria 

"Be your own sweetheart"  
  
Where can I get HELP?  What is available in our community for a matur-
ing population.  Public and private resources. 

  
March 21, 2009  
Saturday, 9:00 AM 

Belle Haven Country Club 

6023 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria 

Annual Meeting  

  
Brunch  

April  23, 2009  
Thursday, 7:00 PM 

Sherwood Hall Library 

2501 Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexan-
dria 

Speakers on concept of "Green Living" and environ-
mental concerns.  

  
What are "green communities" such as those located in the metropolitan 
area?. 

May 21, 2009  
Thursday, 6:30 PM 

Home of Bianca Warner  

9057 Tower House Place, Alexandria 

  

Branch Potluck  

  

  
June  , 2009  
Time and place to be determined. 

Annual Planning Meeting  



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 
Board Meet-
ing 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 
Dining Out 

15 

16 17 
Book Group 

18 19 20 
Branch 
Meeting 

21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 
Happy 
Thanksgiving 

28 29 

30       

November 2008 
· 6 Board Meeting, 7:30  

         Joanne Malkin’s home 

           703-360-7725 

 

· 14  Dining Out  

       Call Elizabeth Lonoff 

        703-765-2634 

 

· 17 Book Group, 7:30 

        Call Louise Meade 

         703-960-0073 

 

· 20 Branch Meeting, 7:00 

       Sherwood Hall Library 

        Call Mary Ellen Mehler 

        703-780-8494   or 

         Louise Meade 

         703-960-0073 

First Class 

www.aauwva.org/mt-vernon.htm 

Cynthia Gindlesperger 
915 Neal Drive 

Alexandria, VA 22308 
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