
Tuesday, January 12 
4:00 p.m. 

Forest Library Meeting Room, 

15583 Forest Road (US 221) 
 

“Anne Spencer: Lynchburg’s Harlem Renaissance Poet and’Agitator’” 
Nina V. Salmon, M.Ed., Assistant Professor 

English Department, Lynchburg College 
 

Poet Anne Spencer is the first Virginian and the first African American to be included in 

the Norton Anthology of American Poetry.  This most famous Lynchburg poet is a spe-
cial interest of Ms. Salmon, who serves on the board of the Anne Spencer House and 

Garden Museum and wrote the commentary for a collection of Spencer’s work, Anne 
Spencer: "Ah, How Poets Sing and Die!"  
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SAVE the DATE 
 

Branch Meetings 

January 12 

February 11 

March 18 
 
 

 

 

State Convention 

April 23-25, 2010 

Fairfax 
 
 

***** 
 

 

Please send all copy to 

Barbara Buit 

1190 Theta Mill Road 

Gladys, VA 24554 

484-283-3987 

bjbuit@yahoo.com 

Great Decisions 2010           
3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Thursdays in February 

Community Room, Lynchburg Public Library 
Open to the public free of charge 

Light refreshments starting at 2:30 p.m. 
 

     February 4    Special Envoys  

     Spencer Bakich, Ph.D., Sweet Briar College 
      

     February 11    Russia and its Neighbors 
     Marek Payerhin, Ph.D., Lynchburg College 

 
     February 18    Global Crime 

     Kimberly McCabe, Ph.D., Lynchburg College 

 
     February 25    China’s Role in Asia 

     Daniel Messerschmidt, Ph.D., Lynchburg College 
 

If the Lynchburg Schools are closed because of inclement weather, the lecture will be 

cancelled and rescheduled for the first Thursday of March, if possible. 

Sponsored By 

Lynchburg Branch of the AAUW, 

League of Women Voters of Lynchburg 
Lynchburg YWCA 

Lynchburg Public Library 



President’s Message 
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Calendar 
 

January 12, 4:00 p.m. 

Branch Meeting 

Forest Library Meeting Room 

U.S. Route 221, Forest 

 

January 26, 7:30 p.m. 

Book Discussion 

Home of Kathy Busch 

3024 Cardinal Place 

 

February 11, 1:30 p.m. 

Branch Meeting 

Lynchburg Public Library 

Meeting Room 

2315 Memorial Avenue 

 

March 11, 10:30 a.m. 

Book Review 

Home of Shirley Simcik 

101 Bennington Drive 

 

March 18, 11:30 a.m. 

Branch Meeting 

Chestnut Hill United Methodist 

Church Fellowship Hall 

4660 Fort Avenue 

 

March 24, 7:30 p.m. 

Book Discussion 

Home of Sheila Modjeska 

200 Howard Drive 

 

See page 1 and 5 for details 

Lynchburg AAUW has had a very 
successful fall, and I look forward to 

even more activities in the coming 

year.  
We enjoyed hearing about the Clas-

sics from Peggy Pittas of Lynchburg 
College, learned from retired college 

president Luther White about the 
challenges small colleges faced as 

they encountered major societal 

changes, and were better prepared 
to understand H1N1 flu as explained 

by Kerry Gately from the Central 
Virginia Health District.  

There are more outstanding pro-

grams in the coming months!  
I hope you were able to attend the 

Holiday Tea in December and enjoy 
the beautifully trimmed trees and 

festive decorations at Liz Ecklund’s 
house. Our hospitality committee 

outdid themselves.  

Thanks go to Martha Wilson, Linda 
Mitchell and Kathryn Manning who 

will serve as our nominating com-
mittee. We will need to fill the office 

of program vice-president(s), mem-

bership vice-president and treas-
urer.  

Peggy Berger and Helen Petrill are 
working on our Honored Women 

selections and their help is greatly 

appreciated.  
The Great Decisions lecture series is 

set for our usual four Thursdays in 
February. Look for the topics and 

dates elsewhere in the Bulletin. Sue 
Piepho, Brown Cardwell and Gwen 

Solyom have worked diligently to 

choose timely topics and recruit out-
standing speakers. Our partnership 

with The League of Women Voters 
and the YWCA continues to work 

well.  

Gwen Solyom is helping to update 
our website. Much of the informa-

tion is outdated and our branch link 
needs a makeover. Gwen will give it 

a fresh new look.  
Thanks also go to all those who 

helped the ARC with their first book 

sale. Their venue proved to be ideal 

for a book sale and profits were 
very good. Please remember that 

they are accepting donations year-

round. The ARC is at 1508 Bedford 
Ave……the covered portico and 

automatic doors make deliveries 
very easy.  

And finally, AAUW of Virginia and 
National AAUW are having a spe-

cial winter membership promotion. 

From January 1st to March 15th 
each new member will be able to 

join National for $12.25 and State 
for $4. Our January meeting at the 

Forest Library would be an excel-

lent opportunity to invite that 
friend or neighbor to join us at this 

deeply discounted price. *But 
please remind new members that 

they will have to renew at full price 
in June, 2010.* We will have en-

rollment materials available.  

All good wishes for a very Happy 
New Year! And thanks for partici-

pating in this outstanding organi-
zation.  

…Kay  

to establish Virginia’s Equal Suffrage 

League (ESL), a precursor of today’s 
League of Women Voters of Virginia 

(LWV-VA). These pioneers of south-
ern suffrage were pillars of society; 

they had the status to have a voice 

in a very traditional region. They 
dealt with ridicule, their efforts were 

dismissed, but they persevered. 
 

The suffrage movement was sweep-
ing the west as several western 

 

Continued on next page 

Our fellow organization, the 

League of Women Voters, has just 
celebrated its 100th anniver-

sary.  Diane Blaise and Laura 
Wimmer, co-pres idents o f 

AAUW,  have asked that Branches 

include this article in our Bulle-
tins.  Congratulations to the 

League. 
...Kay 

  
  

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  Of 

VIRGINIA PUBLISHES VIRGINIA 
WOMEN & THE VOTE 1909-2009 

A 100-Year History of the Equal 
Suffrage League & the League of 

Women Voters in Virginia 

 
One hundred years ago in 1909, a 

group of women met in Richmond 
— 61 years after Seneca Falls — 
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states had already allowed women 
to vote. Some of the Suffragists who 

would picket the White House in 

1917, held by a president born in 
Virginia, Woodrow Wilson, were in-

carcerated at the Occoquan Work-
house in Lorton, Virginia. The his-

tory of women’s vote is intertwined 
with the history of Virginia. Yet Vir-

ginia did not formally ratify the 19th 

amendment until 1952! 
 

The idea for a book about women’s 
suffrage in Virginia was conceived 

by current LWV-VA President Olga 

Hernandez when she read about the 
founding of the Equal Suffrage 

League in Virginia in 1909.  Virginia 
Women & The Vote chronicles the 

events of those 100 years that be-
gan with the ESL which became the 

League of Women Voters of Virginia 

and the many contributions made to 
the Commonwealth by the women 

who led these organizations.   
 

All of the women who struggled to 

have their voices heard and engage 
in issues facing Virginians are de-

tailed for the first time by League 
Historian Bernice Colvard in this 

comprehensive history spanning 

1909 to 2009.  The legacy of those 
Virginia women is very much alive 

today and continues to be a beacon 
to all who value good government 

and an informed citizenry without 
partisan overtones. 

 

Read these stories and understand 
what Susan B. Anthony meant when 

she reportedly said ―There never will 
be complete equality until women 

themselves help to make laws and 

elect lawmakers.‖   As stated by 
LWV-VA President Hernandez, 

―We’ve come a long way, but still 
have far to go.  All women [and 

men], young and not so young, 
need to continue this work. The 

League of Women Voters [which 

now includes men] is as necessary 
today as it was in the last century.‖ 

 
The book is available by contacting 

the LWV-VA website: www.lwv-
va.org which also has more infor-

mation about LWV-VA and how to 

join. 
 

The League of Women Voters, a 
nonpartisan political organization, 

encourages informed and active 
participation in government, works 

to increase understanding of major 

public policy issues, and influences 
public policy thorough education 

and advocacy.  Membership is 
open to men and women of all 

ages.  With 850 affiliates across 

the county, the League is one of 
the nation’s most trusted organiza-

Breaking Through Barriers 
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – AAUW cele-

brates Carol Greider, AAUW mem-
ber-at-large and winner of the No-

bel Prize in Physiology or Medicine 

along with her two colleagues, 
Elizabeth Blackburn and Jack 

Szostak. Greider has been a mem-
ber of AAUW since 2002.  

Greider, Blackburn, and Szostak 

"discovered that telomeres are 
made up of simple, repeating 

blocks of DNA building blocks and 
are found in all organisms," ac-

cording to a Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity announcement. Understanding 

this biological process has paved 

the way to deeper knowledge of 
cancer and cellular aging.  

"AAUW has a long history of sup-
porting women in the sciences, 

and we are thrilled to count an-

other Nobel Prize winner among 
our ranks," said AAUW Executive 

Director Linda D. Hallman, CAE. In 
1920, AAUW awarded two-time 

Nobel Prize recipient Marie Curie a 
grant to assist with her ground-

breaking research on radium. 

AAUW member Greg Mortenson, 
author of Three Cups of Tea,was 

nominated for the 2009 Nobel 

Peace Prize for his work support-

ing education for girls in Pakistan 
and Afghanistan.  

Greider, who holds a doctorate in 
molecular biology from the Uni-

versity of California, Berkeley, 

currently works as the Daniel Na-
thans Professor and Director of 

Molecular Biology and Genetics at 
the Johns Hopkins Institute for 

Basic Biomedical Sciences. She, 
Blackburn, and Szostak will attend 

the Nobel Prize awards ceremony 

in Stockholm, Sweden, on Decem-
ber 10.  

"Greider and Blackburn have 
shown that women can break 

through barriers in science, tech-

nology, engineering, and mathe-
matics," said AAUW President 

Carolyn H. Garfein. "Their accom-
plishment serves as an excellent 

example of women making valu-
able contributions and the need 

that exists for supporting and en-

couraging great female minds, as 
AAUW does with our fellowships, 

grants, and community of suc-
cessful women." 

In 2009 a record five women 

were awarded Nobel Prizes. Prior 
to this year, only 35 women had 

ever received the honor. Greider 
and Blackburn were the first two 

women to simultaneously win the 

prize in medicine.  

The three other 2009 female lau-

reates include Ada Yonath, who is 
sharing the Nobel Prize in chemis-

try; Herta Mueller, who won the 
prize in literature; and Elinor Os-

trom, who is sharing the Nobel 

Memorial Prize in Economic Sci-
ences. Ostrom is the first woman 

to win the economics prize.  

 

http://www.lwv-va.org/
http://www.lwv-va.org/
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One of our branch’s most significant activities has been our awarding of scholarships to out-
standing young women from Central Virginia.  One of our 2007 recipients, Ashley Bianca Jackson, who 
will graduate from James Madison University in 2010 (in just three years!), has written to tell us what 
this grant meant to her: 

 

The AAUW’s scholarship truly impacted my collegiate career.  First, to be recognized for 
my accomplishments in high school and my service activities allowed me to enter into college 
with a boost of confidence.  With this aid in funding my higher education, the AAUW relieved the 
financial burden which I was under entering college. 

Little did I or the AAUW know, I was to endure the loss of my mother during my first se-
mester of college and this scholarship became more important to me than the association could 
have ever imagined. 

The support I received from this group of women through the financial aid provided and 
the words of encouragement I received when meeting and encountering these women in differ-
ent settings have truly been an inspiration to me as an educated woman. 
 

Thanks to the success of our book sales, we have been able to create a substantial endowment 
that will allow us to continue giving local scholarships and contributions for national scholarships.  The 
board voted at its November meeting to fund three local scholarships of $2000 each and to send $1000 
in the name of two honored members to the AAUW Educational Foundation for national and interna-
tional scholarships. 

If we are to continue to support young women like Ashley, however, we will need to increase 
the endowment.  The branch bridge group has been contributing to the Educational Foundation for 
many years, and the board is exploring new fund-raising ideas.  For now, we hope that many of you will 
want to make individual contributions to help us to continue to open new opportunities to women.  You 
may designate your gifts in honor or in memory of friends and family members. 

Checks should be made out to AAUW-EF and sent to Katherine Quale, 3116 Landon Street, 
Lynchburg 24503. 

Thank you for your help. 

Your Scholarship Endowment Committee 
Katherine Quale 
Anitra Webster 
Elizabeth Lipscomb 

 

Member News 

Change of Address 
 
Doris Ewing 

501 VES Road, Apt. C611 
24503 

 

434-386-3444 

Addition to Yearbook 
 
Theron McLeod 

2455 Rivermont Avenue, Apt. 5 
24503 

 

353-359-2133 



February  
 

Great Decisions Lecture 
Thursday, February 11 

 

“Russia and its Neighbors” 

Marek Payerhin, Ph.D., Lynchburg College 

Associate Professor of International Relations 
and Political Science 

 
Russia’s policy of maintaining a ―sphere of influence‖ in 

former Soviet satellites has been challenged in recent 
years by movements against pro-Russia regimes. Russia 

has pushed back by cutting Ukraine’s natural gas supply 

and intervening in Georgia’s campaign in South Ossetia. 
Will Russia regain its traditional leadership role in the 

region? 
 

Lynchburg Public Library Community Room 

2315 Memorial Avenue 
 

 1:30 p.m. Business Session 
 2:30 p.m. Light Refreshments 

 3:00 p.m. Great Decisions Lecture 

Upcoming Branch Meetings 

Do you enjoy books and reading???  
Have you considered joining an interest group that 

meets during the day? 
 

IF SO, please consider the AAUW Book Review Group. It 
is the longest active group in Lynchburg’s AAUW. 

We invite new members to visit and/or join us.  

We welcome your interest. 
 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday March 11, 2010 

at 10:30 a.m. at the home of SHIRLEY SIMCIK, 101 

Bennington Drive 24503.  
 

Please note the date change from the usual third Thurs-

day of March. 

The Book Discussion Group will meet on Tuesday, Janu-

ary 26th at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Kathy Busch.  The 

book to be read is Birds without Wings by Louis de 

Bernieres and our leader will be Cary Roberts. 

 

On Tuesday March 24th at 7:30 p.m., the group will 

meet at the home of Sheila Modjeska to discuss The 

Book Thief by Markus Zusak.  The group leader will be 

Kathy Busch.   
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March  
 

Thursday, March 18 
11:30 a.m. 

 

“Lynchburg City Schools Today” 

Paul McKendrick, Ed.D. 

Superintendent, Lychnburg City Schools 
 

The LCS website is titled ―Why We Stand Out.‖  After a 
few minutes’ perusal, you’ll be convinced!  Dr. McKendrick 

comes to us to give us an update on accomplishments of 
the schools and the students, what changes in the system 

are anticipated, and where we’re headed in the next dec-

ade.   
 

Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall 
4660 Fort Avenue (across from the Fire Station) 

From the rear parking lot,  

enter the door at the left of the church 
 

Tasting Luncheon 
Please bring a salad or dessert to share. 

Reservations:  
Kathryn Manning, 582-4703 or Ida Powell, 384-1092. 

 by March 17 

 

Book Groups 

Book Discussion Book Review 

You know you've read a good book when you turn the 

last page and feel a little as if you have lost a 
friend.  ~Paul Sweeney 

I find television to be very educating.  Every time some-

body turns on the set, I go in the other room and read a 

book.  ~Groucho Marx 

I would be most content if my children grew up to be 

the kind of people who think decorating consists mostly 
of building enough bookshelves.  ~Anna Quindlen, 

"Enough Bookshelves," New York Times, 7 August 1991 



501 VES Road, #B-716 

Lynchburg, VA 24503 

AAUW OF VIRGINIA 

Campus Sexual Assault: A New Report and Project 
December 2, 2009, by hollykearl  
 

During their college careers, 20 to 25 percent of women face sexual assault, and many campuses aren’t doing enough 
to keep students safe or offering them appropriate avenues for reporting the crime. 

This week the Center for Public Integrity released a report called ―Sexual Assault on Campus: A Frustrating Search for 

Justice.‖ Staff at the Center interviewed 48 experts familiar with the college disciplinary process, surveyed 152 crisis 
services programs and clinics on or near college campuses, and interviewed 33 women who reported being raped by 

other students during their nine-month investigation. 
One of the Center’s key findings was that most students who are sexually victimized do not report it. This finding is 

supported by a 2000 Justice Department study, which found that up to 95 percent of students did not report a sexual 
assault. 

While there are many reasons why people do not report, the most often cited reason in the Center’s investigation was 

institutional barriers on campus. Two examples of these institutional barriers are administrators who respond to stu-
dents with disbelief or other inappropriate behavior and campus judiciary processes that are difficult to understand and 

follow. Many students who were discouraged because of these barriers transferred or withdrew from their schools, 
while their alleged attackers were almost uniformly unpunished. 

 

 

 In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this 

organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability.  AAUW promotes equality 

for women, education and self development over the life span, and positive societal chance. 

The Bulletin will be available at the AAUW of Virginia’s website, http://www.aauwofva.org/branches/newsletters/index.htm. 

http://blog-aauw.org/author/hollykearl/
http://www.aauw.org/advocacy/laf/lafnetwork/library/assault.cfm
http://www.publicintegrity.org/
http://www.publicintegrity.org/investigations/campus_assault/
http://www.publicintegrity.org/investigations/campus_assault/

