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SPRING BRANCH MEETINGS WILL REFLECT CURRENT ISSUES  

 
Thursday, April 15, 6:00 p.m. 

 

“When Ethics Meets Politics” 
 

Michael A. Gillette, Ph.D., will draw from his experience in local governance as 
well as his professional career as an ethics consultant as he addresses concerns for 

political leadership at local, state and national levels.  The former R-MWC philosophy 
professor often engages his audience with challenging examples as he talks. 

 
 Meet at Charley‟s Restaurant, 707 Graves Mill Road, Lynchburg.  An entree of 

beef, chicken or salmon will be offered by your server for a cost of $19.50.  Do invite a 

spouse or guest, making reservations* by April 5. 
 

 
 

 

Saturday, May 22, 11:30 a.m.   
 

“Women in Political Leadership” 
 
 Gwendolyn A. Mason, M.P.A., can share insights on this topic from her experi-

ence as a Roanoke City Councilwoman, a Virginia House of Delegates candidate, and a 
Department of the Interior staff member.  She holds degrees in American Government 

and in Public Administration and has engaged in a special study of women‟s leadership. 

 
 Meet at The Summit , 1400 Enterprise Drive, Wyndhurst, Lynchburg.  Drop 

passengers at the main entry; park along Enterprise Drive or in public lots across the 
street; take elevator to the second floor dining room. 

 

 Make a reservation* by May 15, indicating a choice of entrée salad plate: 
Tarragon and Pecan Chicken Salad with Fresh Fruit, or 

Spinach and Fresh Fruit Salad with Poppy Seed Dressing and Warm Ham Biscuits. 
The three-course lunch for $13 will include soup and dessert. 

 
 

 

*Reservations: Kathryn Manning, 582-4703, KathrynManning@verizon.net; or 
   Ida Powell, 384-1092, idapowell@juno.com 

mailto:KathrynManning@verizon.net
mailto:idapowell@juno.com
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Calendar 
 

April 15, 10:30 a.m. 

Book Review 

Home of Shirley Simcik 

101 Bennington Drive 

 

April 15, 6:00 pm 

Branch Meeting 

Charley’s Restaurant 

707 Graves Mill Road 

 

May 22, 11:30 p.m. 

Branch Meeting 

The Summit Dining Room 

1400 Enterprise Drive 

Wyndhurst 

 

May 25, 7:30 p.m. 

Book Discussion 

Location is TBA 

 

See page 1 and 5 for details 

As I write, we have just con-
cluded a very successful Great 
Decisions lecture series in spite 
of blizzards and cold weather.  
Although attendance was down a 
bit from last year our core audi-
ence was faithful, attentive and 
generated good discussion at 
each lecture.  Thanks to Sue 
Piepho, Brown Cardwell, Gwen 
Solyom and our colleagues from 
the League of Women Voters for 
arranging excellent speakers. 

I also have to mention Nina 
Salmon‟s wonderful presentation 
on Anne Spencer at the Forest 
Library in January.  I don‟t think 
anyone who attended failed to 
be touched by Alma Irvine‟s reci-
tation of Anne Spencer‟s poetry.  
Alma Irvine knew Anne Spencer 
and has memorized many of her 
most famous poems. 

Our tasting luncheon at Chestnut 
Hill Methodist Church was a 
lovely occasion with wonderful 
things to eat.  AAUW member 
Becky Cloud is the pastor of 
Chestnut Hill and was a gracious 
hostess.  Georgia Mason who is 
a member of the church was 
most helpful with the arrange-
ments and clean-up as well.  Dr. 
Paul McKendrick, Superintendent 
of Lynchburg Public Schools was 
the speaker and, after introduc-
tory remarks, held forth in a 
most informative question-and-
answer format. 

The tasting luncheon was a par-
ticularly special time as we rec-
ognized our Honored Women for 
2010. The Honored Women are 
our SEVEN  50-year Life Mem-
bers who between them have 
well over 350 years of continu-

ous membership and involve-
ment with AAUW.  Congratula-
tions to Rachel Blandford, Doris 
Ewing, Joan Gumprich, Shirley 
McIvor, Jackie Metcalf, Sue 
Page, and joining the ranks this 
year, Elizabeth Lipscomb. I 
don‟t believe there is another 
branch in the state with more 
50-year Life Members. Please 
read remarks from our honor-
ees elsewhere in the bulletin. 
Thanks to Peggy Berger and 
Helen Petrill who served on the 
Honored Women selection com-
mittee.  

I am happy to announce that 
our slate of officers for 2010-
2012 was unanimously elected:  
Serving as Co Vice-Presidents 
for program are Kathryn Man-
ning and Leah Harness.  This is 
Kathryn‟s second term arrang-
ing our outstanding program 
offerings and we thank her for 
agreeing to so capably continue 
her efforts. Kathy Busch will be 
Vice-President for Membership 
and Branch Development. 
Sarah Guise has filled out the 
remaining Treasurer‟s term and 
has agreed to serve another 
two years. Thanks to all who 
have agreed to serve 
Lynchburg AAUW. 

I wish you all a happy Spring 
and look forward to seeing eve-
ryone at our remaining activi-
ties. 

 

------Kay 

Dues Notice 

 

Dues notices are enclosed with 

this newsletter unless you receive 

the newsletter via e-mail.  In that 
case, a dues notice will be mailed 

to you. 
 

Please remember to make correc-

tions, changes or additions to the 
information on the notice. 

AAUW Mission Statement 
 AAUW advances equity for women and 

girls through advocacy, education and 

research. 



Community 

The Arc of Central Virginia 
continues the tradition. . . . 

 
Thanks to the guidance and assistance of many AAUW 

members, The Arc of Central Virginia‟s 2009 book sale 
was quite a success.  Plans are proceeding for the 2010 

book sale!  Mark your calendars for October 1-2, 2010.  
To quote a headline about The New York Art Book Fair:  

“All the Books You‟ll Never Catch on Kindle.”    

In the meantime, if anyone is interested in assisting 
with preliminary sorting in the coming months, please 

contact Deborah Raessler, Arc Book Sale Coordinator 
(434-384-0315 or dcraessler@yahoo.com).  More infor-

mation about the book sale‟s set-up and implementa-
tion will be sent at the end of the summer. 

Can You HELP? 

  
The Arc of Central Virgina is in need of Bingo Prizes for 

their clients. The following are some items which would 
be greatly appreciated: 

Ball caps, sunglasses, wallets, key chains, body sprays, 
body washes, colognes and perfumes, soaps, lotions, 

DVD's, VHS movies, CD's, costume jewelry, watches, 
note pads, calendars and other small items which 

would make nice prizes. 

If you are thinking of cleaning out your drawers or get-
ting rid of those motel lotions, now would be a great 

time to take them to the Arc along with your used 
books.  The ARC thanks you in advance for any dona-

tion to the Bingo cause.           
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Planned for April is a visit to Sweet Briar College to in-
troduce the Ygyrls to the opportunities at private col-

leges in the area.  In preparation for this visit, the stu-

dents will fill out a college application.  We need two or 
three branch volunteers to read these applications and 

point out strengths and weaknesses. 

Terri Miller also suggested that branch members can 

help by writing or videotaping memories that would 
show the young women ways we have taken advan-

tage of opportunities or overcome obstacles.  There is 

also a need for office help at the time of group projects 
like World Aids Day. 

The Ygyrls program is offering significant support for 
students who have the capacity to develop real leader-

ship skills.  In assisting them we can carry out our pur-

pose to “advance equity for women and girls.” 

Eizabeth Lipscomb 

 

 

As most of you know, our branch is a partner with the 
YWCA‟s Ygyrls program, which is designed to develop 

leadership skills in high school girls at E.C. Glass and 

Heritage High Schools. Program director Terri Miller 
reports that our national organization‟s Community Ac-

tion Grant for the Ygyrls Drumming for Leadership Pro-
gram is being put to good use.  Funds have been used 

to buy 10 new drums, pay semester interns from local 
colleges, and write a new manual for this kind of pro-

gram.  The manual will be sold online as outreach to 

other groups. 

This year‟s group includes 20 ninth and tenth graders 

with an additional 9 Ygyrl alumni.  The drummers have 
performed at the Maier Museum, for Lynchburg and 

Randolph Colleges and for World Aids Day where they 

met Caressa Cameron, now Miss America.  They are 
scheduled to visit the Memory Support Unit at Westmin-

ster-Canterbury in the spring, the Annual Youth Confer-
ence at Jubilee and Amazement Square. Collaboration 

for a summer drum workshop is in the works between  

the Ygyrl program and Amazement Square. 

Ygryrls Update 

From The Arc 

mailto:dcraessler@yahoo.com
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At a recent board meeting a member commented that 
while those working on our local scholarship commit-

tee are aware of the selection process and the criteria 

for the awards, many other branch members may be 
interested in knowing the details. 

Scholarship Committee chairman Carol Hannah sent 
out information and application forms to area high 

schools and colleges in January.  An announcement 
was also printed in the News and Advance. 

Completed applications are due by April 1.  They in-

clude school transcripts, SAT or ACT scores, a short 
essay, two recommendations, an account of work ex-

perience and volunteer and extracurricular activities, 
and statements of financial need. 

Three branch members independently read all the ap-
plications and submit to Carol a list of their top choices:  

the students they feel show the highest achievement, 

the most promise, and the greatest financial need.  
Carol then collates the three sets of evaluations and 

arranges interviews for the top six candidates with 
three other branch members, who make the final selec-

tion.  This year we are granting three scholarships.  
The board has recommended that a non-traditional age 

student receive top priority for at least one of the 

awards. 

If you would like to make a gift to the scholarship en-

dowment fund, you may send a check made out to 
AAUW-EF to Katherine Quale, 3116 Landon Street, 

Lynchburg 24503. 

For this issue of The Bulletin, we wanted to share with 
you brief statements from our fifty-year members 

about what they most value from their fifty years of  

membership in AAUW.  At a recent local branch meet-
ing, these women were named the Lynchburg 2010 

Honored Women. 

"AAUW's areas of interest--cultural, community, edu-

cation, and international relations--mean a great deal 
to me and fit my idea of the most worthwhile pur-

suits.  Members have shared my efforts to improve 

and advance girls' and women's lives through educa-
tion, have encouraged travel and cultural enrichment 

activities, and have provided a forum for sharing ideas 
and experiences."  Rachel Blandford 

 “Membership in AAUW was a wonderful introduction 

to a new community.  Involvement in our many pro-
jects proved valuable as a part of the many areas of  

education, volunteer work, and historical development 
we supported.”  Doris Ewing 

“As a young woman making frequent moves in con-
nection with my husband‟s  work, my membership in 

AAUW served as a wonderful letter of introduction 

enabling me to meet intelligent, interesting, capable 
women with similar goals not only in the 1950‟s but in 

the decades since.”  Joan Kilgore Gumprich 

“My fifty years in AAUW have provided me with intel-

lectual stimulation, opportunities for community ser-
vice, and—most of all—wonderful friends who share my 

commitment to education and to enriching the lives of 

women locally, nationally, and internationally.”  Eliza-
beth Lipscomb 

“Thinking about my fifty years of AAUW membership, 
what has been most important to me is what AAUW 

stands for.  I am proud to have participated with the 
women of the Lynchburg chapter to make its objectives 

more than just words.”  Shirley McIvor 

“In my 54 years as an active member in AAUW it has 
taught me that „Women can be an active, viable, equal 

contributor to society.‟  We must strive to take our 
place in breaking the „glass ceiling‟ locally and nation-

wide.   Jackie Metcalf 

“After being a member for over fifty years, AAUW has a 
greatness for being a home for all women graduates.  I 

have been a member since the late forties when there 
weren‟t many women of any color in the membership; 

this shows AAUW‟s ability to grow and accept new 
ideas.”               Cathleen Sue Page 

Thanks to these women for struggling with thoughts 

and ideas to share in a few words  a fifty-year perspec-
tive with the rest of us. 

2010 Honored Women 

Scholarship Committee Update 

 



The Book Review Group will meet on Thursday April 

15th at 10:30 a.m. at the home of Shirley Simcik, 101 

Bennington Drive. Please be prepared to give a very 

short review of a book you have enjoyed, either recently 

or in the past.  Call Shirley at 384-9283 for further infor-

mation. 

The Book Discussion Group will meet on Tuesday, May 

25th at 7:30 p.m.  We will be discussing The Guernsey 

Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society and the discussion 

will be led by Arlene Domaleski. We do not yet have a 

meeting location. 
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Book Groups 

Book Discussion Book Review 

Recognized Members 

Cary Roberts 

 

Former Lynchburg AAUW branch president Cary T. Rob-

erts was honored at a January 13 educational panel dis-

cussion featuring area school superintendents.  Calling 
Roberts a visionary advocate for education, United Way 

of Central VA President and CEO Marie Martin recog-
nized her for a significant grant in support of educational 

programs.  The event was sponsored by United Way and 

the Community Dialogue on Race and Racism. 

 

Ida Powell 

 

Helen Petrill 
 
Helen Petrill was recognized by the Presbyterian Homes 

& Family Services in their Fall 2009 publication The Bul-
letin.  She wouldn‟t tell them exactly how long she has 

been a weekly volunteer, but the estimate is 10 to 20 

years.  The following is an excerpt from the article. 
“ Mrs. Helen is an enormous asset to our Ministry.  She 

spends the majority of her time managing our front 
lobby: by welcoming guests, paging staff, answering 

phones and making calls.  She is a premiere volunteer 

with a professional attitude and the skill set to do any 
task you might ask her to do.” 

Bethea Scott Owen 

 

Have you ever wondered about the history of the sta-

tionery that is given to each speaker at our branch 
meetings and sold regularly to benefit our scholarship 

fund?  Bernadette Kyle recalls that the original prints 

were from local artist and former member of the 
Lynchburg Branch of AAUW Bethea Owen in the early 

1960s.  She notes that one of the original sketches was 
bought by member Gertrude Fox. 

The first sets of cards included four designs, including 

sketches of downtown buildings and the Rivermont 
Bridge as well as the familiar Steeples and Peaks of Ot-

ter that we now sell.  All four images may be seen on 

Note Cards 

t h e  L y n c h b u r g  M u s e u m  w e b s i t e :   g o  t o 

www.lynchburgmuseum.org, click on “photos,” and 
search “Bethea Owen.” 

Ms. Owen, who died in January of this year, received 
her BFA from Syracuse University in 1943 and continued 

her studies at the Instituto Allende in Mexico, the Cor-

coran Gallery of Art, and the Art Students League of 
New York.  Her obituary pays tribute to her long career 

as an artist and illustrator. 

Packets of six Steeples or Peaks of Otter cards are al-

ways available for $3 from Bonnie Benedict, Melanie 
Campbell, Bernadette Kyle, Kathy Quale, and Norma 

Jean Rist. 

http://www.lynchburgmuseum.org/


501 VES Road, #B-716 

Lynchburg, VA 24503 

AAUW OF VIRGINIA 

 

The Bulletin is available at the AAUW of Virginia’s website, http://www.aauwofva.org/branches/newsletters/index.htm. 

What if? 
 
This recent story out of Saudi Arabia is a frightening reminder of how life could be for women if we resided under a 

system of religious law meant to fully subjugate women: 
 

Her ordeal began with a routine visit to the new Riyadh offices of her finance company, where she is a managing 
partner.  The electricity temporarily cut out, so Yara and her colleagues — who are all men — went to a nearby Star-

bucks to use its wireless internet.  She sat in a curtained booth with her business partner in the café's “family” area, 
the only seats where men and women are allowed to mix.  For Yara, it was a matter of convenience. But in Saudi 

Arabia, public contact between unrelated men and women is strictly prohibited.  “Some men came up to us with very 

long beards and white dresses. They asked „Why are you here together?'. I explained about the power being out in 
our office. They got very angry and told me what I was doing was a great sin,” recalled Yara, who wears an abaya 

and headscarf, like most Saudi women.  The men were from Saudi Arabia's Commission for Promotion of Virtue and 
Prevention of Vice, a police force of several thousand men charged with enforcing dress codes, sex segregation and 

the observance of prayers.  Yara, whose parents are Jordanian and grew up in Salt Lake City, once believed that life 

in Saudi Arabia was becoming more liberal. But on Monday the religious police took her mobile phone, pushed her 
into a cab and drove her to Malaz prison in Riyadh. She was interrogated, strip-searched and forced to sign and fin-

gerprint a series of confessions pleading guilty to her “crime”.  “They took me into a filthy bathroom, full of water 
and dirt. They made me take off my clothes and squat and they threw my clothes in this slush and made me put 

them back on,” she said. Eventually she was taken before a judge.  “He said 'You are sinful and you are going to 
burn in hell'. I told him I was sorry. I was very submissive. I had given up. I felt hopeless,” she said.   

The woman, who is trying to remain anonymous out of fear of retaliation, was able to get released through the help 

of her husband, who had important political contacts to assist.  But, she says, many women jailed with her were not 
so fortunate. 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/middle_east/article3321637.ece

